
JOHNNIE BODEN LAUNCHES FUTURE BRITISH 
AT LONDON FASHION WEEK

Following the announcement of Future British in November 2015, which introduced the first recipient 
designers Caitlin Charles-Jones, Camilla Elphick and Samantha McCoach of Le Kilt, we are delighted 
that the programme is now up and running.

Since the allocation of the bursaries on 1st January 2016, the three designers have been making use 
of the help available from Future British, including business advice and mentoring from Boden and the 
British Fashion Council. The trio will also celebrate the launch and showcase their work at The Union 
Club, Soho, during London Fashion Week.

ABOUT FUTURE BRITISH
Future British is an exciting collaboration that will support new British designers (men’s, women’s 
or accessories) as they build their businesses in the fashion arena.

Over a 12-month period, the designers selected to participate will benefit from Boden’s expertise. 
As well as seasonal financial support, they will receive mentoring in all areas key to building a global 
brand. This includes access to Boden’s studios for shoots, product development, brand identity, 
lookbooks and PR, marketing and digital strategy.

Recipients of Future British, a Boden-led initiative, will also gain access to the brand’s leadership 
team, from Chairman Johnnie Boden to CEO Julian Granville, Product Director Matthew Hilgeman 
and Global Brand Director Penny Herriman. The BFC will provide additional support through the BFC 
Fashion Business Network, including advice and support with legal, accounting, banking, production, 
content and communications.
boden.co.uk/future-british
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It is so exciting to see our programme get underway, and we are already starting to 
see the positive impact it’s having on our first three designers. I am looking forward 

to working with them and seeing them flourish this year.
Johnnie Boden

“
“The British Fashion Council are extremely proud to support Boden’s Future British 

initiative. Providing yet another avenue of financial support and mentoring to the 
incredible talent right here in London, Johnnie Boden and his team are the latest 

industry heavyweights to recognise the importance of nurturing young fashion businesses.
Caroline Rush



CAITLIN CHARLES-JONES
Clean, bold, wearable silhouettes meet innovative techniques, unusual 
material combinations and intricate embellishment with knitwear 
designer Caitlin Charles-Jones, 26. Her approach won her the 
Visionary Knitwear Award at Graduate Fashion Week 2012 and the 
Swarovski Crystal Award when she graduated with her MA from the 
Royal College of Art in 2014.
caitlincharles-jones.com

SAMANTHA MCCOACH
With a vision of merging the old with the new, 29-year-old Samantha 
McCoach founded Le Kilt in 2014. Throughout her childhood, 
Samantha would observe her grandmother – a kilt maker in Scotland 
for over 40 years – expertly tailor kilts, trousers and other staples from 
fine Scottish tartan. Samantha has continued this tradition – 
and injected some 21st-century edge while she’s at it – with Le Kilt.
lekilt.co.uk

CAMILLA ELPHICK
Camilla Elphick’s feminine yet playful shoes have garnered critical 
acclaim in just two seasons. The 26-year-old trained at New York’s 
Parsons School of Design and Cordwainers before going on to work 
with Nicholas Kirkwood, Sophia Webster and Charlotte Olympia. 
Fans include Alexa Chung and Man Repeller blogger Leandra Medine.
camillaelphick.com

MEET THE DESIGNERS

ABOUT BODEN
The British catalogue and online retailer was launched in 1991 by founder and CEO Johnnie Boden 
with just eight menswear products. The brand quickly expanded into womenswear and childrenswear 
and now has over 1.5million customers worldwide. Boden’s stylish range of clothing and accessories 
are available to buy via catalogue in the UK, USA, Germany, France, Australia and Austria, and online 
in over 60 countries.

The British Fashion Council (BFC) was set up in 1983 to promote British fashion internationally through 
fashion weeks, exhibitions and showcasing events. The BFC now supports designers beginning at 
college level and extending to talent identification, business support and showcasing schemes to help 
British designer brands develop their profiles and business globally and promote British fashion. 
The BFC Colleges Council offers support to students through its Foundation, BA and MA scholarships, 
links with industry through design competitions and Graduate Preview Day. The BFC runs various 
talent identification and business support schemes. Showcasing initiatives and events include London 
Fashion Week, London Collections Men, LONDON show ROOMS, International Fashion Showcase, 
London Fashion Weekend and the annual celebration of excellence in the fashion industry: 
the British Fashion Awards.

ABOUT THE BRITISH FASHION COUNCIL


